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Music Appreciation

Lesson: April 16, 2020

Objective/Learning Target:
Students will learn about musical characteristics of 

the classical period. 



Bell Work



Look at this painting and think about our previous lesson on the social 
and artistic aspects of the classical era. Write about two aspects that 

you see present in this piece of art. 



Lesson



Classical Period
●

● New Musical inventions: 



Classical Period
●
●
●
●
●
●



Classical musical forms



Symphony
●

●

●

●
●



Orchestra performing on a stage



Sonata
●
●

Movement: a 
section of a musical 
work. 



Sonata Form
I. Exposition-Contains two themes known as “subjects.” 

A. First Subject-In the Tonic Key or “Home key”
B. Second Subject- Ends the section in the Dominant Key of “V”

II. Development-develops both of those themes by using different key 
centers. End in the Tonic Key or “Home key.”
III. Recapitulation- It’s a “Recap” of everything that’s happened.

A. First and Second Subject return BOTH in the Tonic Key
Ends with a “Coda”-a short passage that rounds out the music.

Key: a group of 
notes that are 
used in a piece 
of music. 
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Modulations



Take a listen to…

Beethoven: Symphony No. 5, 1st movement

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MfPpBFduHuY


Concerto
●
●
●

●



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YT_63UntRJE&t=120


String Quartet



String Quartet
● A string quartet is a musical ensemble of four string players – two 

violin players, a viola player and a cellist – or a piece written to be 
performed by such a group.

● Commonly played at outdoor concerts and festivals
● Formed by accident. A Baron named Fürnberg had a place in 

Weinzierl where he requested Haydn to write music for four 
amateur musicians available which were two violinists, a violist, 
and a cellist. Haydn took up the proposal and from there began the 
journey of writing for string quartets. He went on to write several 
more and structured it into the musical form.  



String Quartet Continued...
●
●
●

●



Take a listen to…

Haydn: String Quartet in G major, Op. 76, No. 1

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zw4G2Xhyibo


Comic Opera



Comic Opera
(Opera Buffa)

●

●
●



Take a listen to…

Mozart: Cosi fan Tutti, "Di scrivermi"

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f8YuaPKmTs0


Review



●

●



Self-Assessment



After learning about the various musical forms of the 
classical period, answer the following questions: 

1. Describe and write about the different musical forms you learned 
about in this lesson. 

2. Listen to one of the musical examples in this lesson and name five 
musical characteristics that you heard. 



Additional
Materials



Classical Period

Classical Period 2

Classical Period 3

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RSY9ARx6HqM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rpiAA8zenUY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IOusVA_Regc

